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on the other, well knowing the steady severity of Tiberius, on

such occasions. The chief magistrates seeing this., and per-
ceiving his concern for what he had done, though lie wished to
hide it, wrote the most supplicatory letter to Tiberius; who,
when he was informed of Pilate's speeches and threats, though
not prone to anger, was greatly incensed,, and Immediately wrote
without further delay, most sharply reproaching and reprimand-
ing him for his audacious Innovation, and ordering him to take
down the shields directly: accordingly, they were removed
from the metropolis to Casarea, and there dedicated to the em-
peror."

This curious and Important passage, (here translated at length)
furnishes the fullest and most authentic account extant, of the
true character of Pilate, drawn by the hand of a most intelligent
contemporary. It furnishes also the most satisfactory solution
of " the enmity that had subsisted for some time between Pilate
and Herod" who are not reconciled until this very day of the
crucifixion; as we learn from the concise Scripture account,
Luke xxiii. 21.; stating the fact, but not assigning the grounds
of it. Herod was probably offended by the massacre of his
subjects, the Galileans, at the preceding passover; but surely,
It was a heinous insult to himself, to hang up the dedicated
shields In Ms palace, without his permission ; which, as a Jew,
he could not have given ; and which would only tend to render
him odious and unpopular, to the Inhabitants of Jerusalem, and
to the whole nation. Accordingly, his four sons headed the
deputation to Pilate; furnishing full proof of their father's in-
dignation, and an open expression of his resentment. And it Is
highly probable, that Herod himself joined in the complaint of
the Jews to the emperor against Pilate. No wonder then, that
the Roman governor, when severely reprimanded, and openly
disgraced as he must have been by the removal of the shields..
In the' eyes of the nation, was thoroughly mortified and humbled,
and reduced to the necessity of suing for reconciliation with
Herod, and of endeavouring to ingratiate himself with the peo-
ple. . This satisfactorily accounts for his anxiety not to give
Herod umbrage, as before, by interfering with his "jurisdiction^
as soon as he found that JESUS was a Galilean /" and for his
repeated endeavours to sooth the Jews, and prevail on them, Ly
entreaties and remonstrances, to be content with a milder pu-